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ABSTRACTS

return with minimum cost in its principle orientation, realization of the most extensive
democracy of the people its goal orientation, and the path of pursuing the political
development of socialism with Chinese characteristics in an objective and practical
way its path orientation. This three-dimensional scientific orientation constitutes the
basic framework of the political development of socialism with Chinese characteris-
tics, and at the same time inherently presupposes that its strategic choice should start
with optimizing political participation structure—building a governance style of political
participation, i.e. , political participation concerning people’ s livelihood. The latter
would be conducive to promoting social equity and justice and would strengthen the
¢

‘extensive and multi-level institutionalized development” of the system of socialist

democracy.

(3) The Division of Classical Pragmatism and its Contemporary Effects
Chen Yajun « 60 -

The core dispute in contemporary neo-pragmatism revolves around “language”
and “experience.” The dividing line between the two was drawn as early as classical
pragmatism. In the course of philosophical transformation, two different intellectual
approaches took shape within classical pragmatism. One began with the disintegration of
“mind ,” the other with the reshaping of “world.” The former emphasizes “symbol—
language ,” showing traces of analytical philosophy, while the latter stresses “expert
ence,” striking a note of phenomenology—existentialism. The tension between the
two re-emerges in a new form as neo-pragmatism. From Peirce, who began with lan-
guage, to Brandom, who ended with it, the development of pragmatism has seen
several reincarnations of “language” and “experience,” interweaving the divisions ,
interactions and connections between such topics and views as the mind and the
world, semantics and realism, and analytical philosophy and phenomenology. This

displays to the full the diversity and complexity of the pragmatist narrative.

(4) Changes in Developmental Stage and Environmental Policy Options in China
Lin Boqgiang and Zou Chuyuan * 81

Due to the difference in economic development between the East and West China
and the government’ s drastic policy measures to control smog in the former, the
situation of Chinese environmental pollution may change. Employing the framework
of the ACT model, we have used the relevant 2000-2011 data to test the environmental
pollution mechanisms occurring during the two forms of transfer of economic activi-
ties, namely “world—China” and “East China—West China.” Our finding shows
that in China, the environmental pollution caused by the former is being reduced, but
that brought about by the latter not only exists, but has a higher transfer elasticity
than the former as regards West China. Therefore, a new round of economic transfer
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between East and West China caused by environmental controls may accelerate the
transfer of pollution between the two regions. The process of controlling environ-
mental pollution in China urgently requires a policy tool that will be able to coordinate
the relationship between economic development and environmental protection for East
and West China, to prevent West China from taking the same disastrous road as East

China.

(5) Research into the Responsiveness of Local Government Finance to Resident
Preferences Yin Heng and Yang Longjian * 96

Regional economic structures can help explain the extent to which local govern-
ment finance responds to local residents’ preference, i.e., fiscal responsiveness. We
establish a dynamic general equilibrium model to obtain a monotonic relationship between
local fiscal responsiveness and the structure of fiscal expenditure structure, thus enabling
fiscal responsiveness to be estimated. The share of welfare expenditure in local
government expenditure is an effective proxy variable for fiscal responsiveness. Conducting
empirical testing using data from a number of databases on county level finances and
industrial enterprises above a designated size, we found that the higher the share of
the private economy, the higher the proportion of personal income tax in local fiscal
revenues, and the lower the degree of local market concentration, the higher will be
the share of local finance welfare expenditure. This indicates that the structural factors in
the regional economy generalized as the share of the private economy, the structure of
local fiscal revenue and the degree of market concentration do exert a significant influence
on the responsiveness of local finance. Giving the market a decisive role in the allocation of
resources is an efficient approach to solving the problem of insufficient local fiscal

responsiveness in China.

(6) Can Education Make Us Healthier?—A Comparative Analysis of Urban and Rural
Areas Based on the Chinese General Social Survey for 2010 Hu Anning « 116 »

In modern society, the influence of educational attainment on the individual s
life is embodied not only in economic returns in the labor market, but also in many
intangible returns. On the basis of national data from the 2010 Chinese General Social
Survey, our analysis of disparities between the health returns to urban and rural educa-
tional attainment and the mediating factors in such returns shows that education has
positive health returns for both urban and rural areas, but there are differences between
the two in terms of health returns to compulsory education and senior high school.
This may be attributable to the disparity in the quality of compulsory education in urban
and rural areas. Therefore, spreading senior high school education in rural areas and
further improving urban-rural integration in terms of educational quality rather than
simply quantity should be a requisite part of the relevant educational policies.
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