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Theoretical Review and Prospect on Sustainable Consumption Research

LIU Wenling' Gert Spaargaren’
( 1.School of Management and Economics Center for Energy &
Environmental Policy Research Beijing Institute of Technology Beijing 100081 China;
2.Environmental Policy Group Wageningen University Wageningen 6700EW The Kingdom of the Netherlands)

Abstract: China is at the crucial stage for upgrading and transformation of consumption demand thus it is espe—
cially urgent to take such a transition opportunity to promote sustainable consumption in China. Although it has
brought wide discussion in the international world as the concept of sustainable consumption was proposed re—
search on sustainable consumption in China has been relatively scarce and progressing slowly. Diversity of theo—
ries and approaches to consumption is one potential reason resulting in such status. With the individualist ap—
proach social psychological paradigm is weak in connecting individual action and motivation with the "wider soci—
ety” ( situational context) and the economic model usually excludes the irrational factors from the conceptual
schemes. The systematic and structural paradigm emphasizes particular influences of structural and technological
factors on consumption behavior but pays little attention to individual perception and action motivation. The so—
cial practice approach in environmental sociology has offered a framework that integrates both individualist and
( systematic) structural paradigms. From the perspective of environmental sociology we propose to build a con-
ceptual framework based on the Social Practice Approach which also applies to the study of issues of sustainable
consumption in China. To promote Chinese sustainable consumption it demands more comprehensive analysis
and emphasis on research of behavioral transition impacts of structural factors individual differentiated demand
and their lifestyles.

Key words: sustainable consumption; individualism; structuralism; Social Practice Approach
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