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How Sociology Proves "Victim ” of Public Hazards .
On Nobuko Lijima’s Survey of SMON Victims

Yuzawa Yuki', Translated by GAO Na *
(1.Kyoto University, Tokyo 171-8501, Japan ;
2.Department of Sociology, Southeast University, Nanjing 210018, China )

Abstract ; Based on a retrospection on the academic study of Nobuko Lijima, one of the pioneers in Japan to re-
search on public hazards and environmental problems, the paper tries to define "victims” in environmental sociol-
ogy. When Nobuko lijima started the related research, sociology has not yet formed methodology concerning "vic-
tims” of public hazards. Her academic studies on "victims” can be briefly divided into three stages: the period
when she shuttled between the university and "Research Institute of Modern Technology History ”, her investiga-
tion over SMON victims, and her theoretical development in the 1990s after "environmental sociology ” was insti-
tutionalized. As early theoretical results of environmental sociology in Japan, Nobuko’s ”victim structural
analysis” is often considered to confine to the pollution and environmental problems that have already occurred.
However, the paper holds that from her description of the "invisible” part of "victims”, especially their pain in
family relationships, we can see the intertwined "harm” and ” victim” . This perspective highlights its analytical
validity to those unrevealed physical harm, and potential pollution and environmental problems without a region
limit.

Key words; public hazards ( kogai ); pollution victims; victims; social disaster; Nobuko Lijima;

environmental problems
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