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“Everyday Environmental Contention” in Social Media
—A Case Study of Constructing the New Contentious Repertoire “PM2.5”

JIN Pinghua

Abstract: Based on the frequent occurrence of environmental group events in social media this
study puts forward the concept of “everyday environmental contention”. The dissemination of “PM2.5”
in the new contentious repertoires is characterized as a new episode in contentious politics. The episode
belongs to emancipatory politics while harboring potentials for the realization of life politics. The contin—
uous negotiation between the state as the protested and the protestors through “brokerage” provides solu—
tions for emancipatory politics; the role transformation of the state from the protested to environmental o—
pinion leader enables the internalization of “everyday environmental contention” as “life politics”.

Key words: everyday environmental contention; PM2. 5; social media; emancipatory politics;
life politics
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