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On the Rebuilding of Social Trust and the Governance of Environmental and
Ecological Risk — Taking as an Example the Stakeholders’ Participation
Triggered by the Development of Nuclear Energy
FANG Xiang
(School of Sociology and Anthropology, SUN Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: Taking risk management as the theoretical framework, we collect and synthesize information on how to
mitigate, control and manage risks; effective ways are discussed to rebuild social trust. It is pointed out that the
environmental and ecological risks posed by modern technology and industrial products arouse concerns of the masses
and their distrust in project developers and local governments. Through analyzing the distrusted objects and the
information transmitted by them in process of nuclear energy development identified by the internal and external
stakeholders, this paper proposes that public resentment should be given attention; practical and scientific knowledge
should be transmitted; and an effective and multi-functional platform is the route to rebuild trust.

Keywords: social trust; environmental ecology; risk governance; participation of multiple roles; scientific adminis-

tration; nuclear energy
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