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Urban Residents” Environmental Behavior and Its Structural Constraints

Peng Yuanchun

Abstract: Based on social action theory and relevant researches, we build a structural constraint model
to explore the relationships between class status, regional differences and environmental information acquisi-
tion and urban residents” environmental behavior. The results suggest that the model is largely valid. Unfor-
tunely, the class status assumption is only partially verified, and the possible reasons are: 1)the fragmentation
of class status, 2)lack of environmental protection class basis and, 3) central tendency of class identification.
City difference hypothesis is accepted, while egional differences hypothesis is not supported, which reflects
the limitation of pollution drive theory. Environmental information acquisition directly affects the environmen-
tal behavior, which also plays an important intermediary role. Factors affecting private—sphere environmental
behavior and public—sphere environmental behavior are different, and the former can be better explained by
structural factors. In order to promote future research, we propose to adopt various research methods to collect
longitudinal data, comparative analysis of the environmental behavior between urban and rural residents, and
combine the psychological factors with structural factors to explore different types of environmental behavior.

Key words: environmental behavior; class status; regional difference; environmental information acqui-

sition
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