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Evolution and Governance of Urban Air Pollution in

China: Perspectives from Environmental Sociology

FAN Ye-chao, LIU Meng-wei
('School of Ethnology and Sociology, Minzu University of China, Beijing 100081)

[Abstract | Urban air pollution in China has been an issue widely concerned and discussed for a long
time. Based on the theories of environmental sociology, such as the treadmill of production, ecological
modernization, sustainable consumption practice, environmental constructivism and environmental mobility,
this paper reviews the evolution and management of urban air pollution in China by using the literature and
authoritative atmospheric environmental monitoring data. The main findings are as follows: firstly, China’ s
urban air pollution has a long history, its early evolution is related to the social development of the treadmill of
production effect, but since the 1970s, China’ s social development to improve the positive benefits of air
quality gradually appeared, which has indicated a clear trend of ecological modernization; secondly, the
negative impact of Chinese people’ s daily consumption practices ( especially daily travel practices) on the
atmospheric environment continues to expand, which plays a key role in the current process of complicated
urban air pollution in China; thirdly, China’ s urban air pollution has a distinct characteristics of social
construction, and people’ s cognition of air pollution and its objective evolution process are not completely
synchronized. The topic of air pollution is jointly affected by environmental science research, environmental
education and media communication and other factors; fourthly, China’ s urban air pollution has also
undergone a process of delocalization from local pollution to wide-area pollution, and the cross—regional flow of
air pollutants calls for a more long-term coordinated inter—regional prevention and control mechanism. Overally
speaking, the air quality of our city has been improved substantially at present, but the air pollution
governance remains a long way to go ahead.

[Key words | air pollution; environmental sociology; environmental governance; coordinated inter—

regional prevention and control
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