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Environmental public participation: types research topics and prospects

CAO Hailin LAl Huisu
( School of Public Administration Hohai University Nanjing Jiangsu 211100 China)

Abstract Public participation plays an essential role in promoting the modernization of the environmental governance system and
governance capacity. Academic attention to China’ s environmental public participation during the past 40 years has produced fruitful
research results. A review of the existing literature can present an overall picture of environmental public participation and provide
valuable references to enhance the modernization of environmental governance from the public’ s perspective. Based on the existing
research this paper describes the implications development and research characteristics of environmental public participation and
summarizes them into three types: resistance participation political participation and daily participation. This classification provides a
framework for understanding different manifestations of participation. The literature review found that the motivations for public
environmental participation in China include the acquisition of benefits the protection of citizens’ rights and interests and the
sustainable development of the environment with the latter two motivations becoming more prominent over time; moreover the factors
affecting public environmental participation mainly include trust demographic statistics environmental knowledge risk perception
and the employment of medium among which trust and public environmental awareness are positively correlated and environmental
knowledge risk perception and medium employment are strongly correlated in influencing environmental public behaviors. However
the effects of demographic statistics and trust on environmental public participation need to be further verified. Additionally
environmental public participation faces multiple dilemmas including the ‘failure’ of the governmentded environmental governance
model and the ‘failure’ of the market as well as the public” s lack of capacity. These issues can be addressed by establishing a multi—
subject and multidform environmental governance model. The existing research has contributed to the solution of practical problems and
the improvement of related laws and policies and it has also provided ideas and theoretical foundations for the formation of a multi—
participation environmental governance pattern. The development of the Internet and environmental practice has given new propositions
to academic research and academics should pay more attention to the study of the subjectivity of public participation in environmental
governance the study of public platforms online environmental behaviors and comparative studies of time and spatiality.

Key words environmental public participation; resistance participation; political participation; daily participation
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