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Evolution of China’s environmental public participation: Process and logic

LAI Huisu CAO Hailin

( School of Public Administration Hohai University Nanjing 211100 China)

Abstract: Through macro research it is found that China’s environmental public participation is constantly
evolving under the influence of various elements and there are stage differences in main composition subject
areas organizational forms and participation effects. This research presents the evolution logic of China”s
environmental public participation based on the analysis framework of " evolution causes — evolution mechanisms
—evolution trends". The research results indicate that public participation in environmental governance remains
low and ineffective and the integration of top — down effects of formal forces and bottom — up effect of informal
forces can promote and incentive China’s environmental public participation involving from a" movement" type to
normalization from marginalization to subjectivity and from formality to substantive participation. Overall it is
imperative to combine formal and informal forces to facilitate the continual development of China’s environmental
public participation.

Key words: environmental public participation; formal power; informal power



