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The Theoretical Basis and Path Selection of Social Work Intervention in

Environmental Governance
LUO Qiao TANG Hao-ran

(School of Public Administration Guizhou University of Finance and Economics Guiyang Guizhou 550025)

Abstract Environmental governance requires the joint participation of multiple subjects at the social
level. As an important social force social workers need to actively participate in the process of environmental
governance while constructing environmental social work theory in the local Chinese context is the basis for
understanding social work intervention in environmental governance. On the basis of criticizing the traditional
social work and the western environmental and social work research this article proposes the theoretical basis
and path choice of social work intervention in environmental governance. In theory on the one hand from the
perspective of building relationships environmental social work should rethink the relationship between human
society and the natural environment while establishing the relationship among people and between people and
society under the environmental structure. On the other hand the understanding of traditional social work
cannot match the requirements of environmental governance. In addressing the theoretical part of social work
intervention in environmental governance we need to expand the concept of “people in the environment”.
After reexamining the above concepts this study proposes the concept of ecological power from an
epistemological perspective  procedural interpretation of the main power interconnection from the
methodological perspective and the values of environment-social compound justice. On the path choice as a
practical mode policy practice pays attention to the overall reform and the practical significance of the macro
and micro methods of social work which is more in line with the overall logic of environmental governance.

Key words environmental social work; environmental governance; ecological power; environment—

social compound justice; policy practice
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