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Study on Risk Perception and Risk Acceptance in Environmental and

Social Governance

GONG Wen-juan' DU Zhao-yu’
(1. School of Sociology and Anthropology Xiamen University Xiamen Fujian 3610052;
2. School of Public Affairs Xiamen University Xiamen Fujian 361005)

Abstract One of the innovations in China’ s environmental issue governance in the new era is to
incorporate social elements into the environmental governance system and construct the environmental and
social governance system. This paper analyzes the public risk perception and risk acceptance changes of heavy
chemical projects using the social impact survey data of heavy chemical projects collected before and after
environmental incidents. The study found that in 2018 the public perception of most detailed environmental
risks in heavy chemical projects decreased in environment risk perception and increased in environment risk
acceptance compared with 2014. There is a dynamic correlation between public risk perception and risk
acceptance. Risk communication and trust on the grassroots level are important variables affecting risk
acceptance. Risk communication promotes risk acceptance in 2018 compared to 2014. Environmental incidents
differentially affect the relationship between risk communication systematic trust environmental concern and
risk perception and risk acceptance. This paper believes that risk communication as an important variable
affecting risk perception and risk acceptance should not limit to economic compensation or emergency
remediation while pay attention to the substantive participation of the whole process in environmental decision
—making. Increased public acceptance of project risk does not necessarily mean increased life satisfaction
happiness and sense of achievements. Future risk governance should not only consider reducing environmental
risks to technology projects but also need to integrate people’ s needs for a better life.

Key words environmental social governance; risk perception; risk acceptance; risk communication;

environmental incidents
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