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The Driving Mechanism of Environmental

Concern on Environmental Behavior

—Based on the General Social Survey Data of Ethnic Minority Areas in Yunnan Province

BAO Zhi-ming, YAN Qi-song

(School of Sociology, Yunnan Minzu University, Kunming, Yunnan, 650504, PRC)

[Abstract| This study, based on the general social survey data of ethnic minority areas in Yunnan
Province, analyzed the effects and mechanism of residents’ environmental concern on environmental
behavior by using multi-level linear model and mediation analysis. The results show that the local
environmental risk perception, global environmental risk perception, and willingness to pay for
environmental protection have significant positive drive effect on residents” public sphere environmental
behavior and private sphere of environmental behavior; Environmental values have a significant positive
and indirect driving effect on public and private sphere of environmental behaviors through the above three
dimensions, but have no direct driving effect on them. It also finds that local environmental risk
perception has a greater impact on private sphere of environmental behavior than on public sphere of
environmental behavior, and global environmental risk perception has a greater impact on public sphere of
environmental behavior than on private sphere environmental behavior. The innovation of this study is that
the internal dimensions of environmental concern have a hierarchical relationship, and the driving
mechanism of environmental concern on environmental behavior is tested through empirical analysis.

[ Key words | environmental concern; environmental behavior; ethnic minority areas; driving mechanism
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