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CGSS2003 CGSS2010
(n=5 048) (n=2 320) (n=1 296) (n=3 616)
1 0. 782 0. 792 0. 765 0. 804
2 0. 784 0. 792 0. 769 0. 805
3 0. 765 0. 768 0. 753 0. 786
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Beta Beta
2003 (n=5 048)
0. 015 0. 005 0.072*% 0. 002
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0. 438* 0. 029 0. 237* 0. 013
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Measuring Public Environmental Knowledge:

The Development of An Indigenous Instrument and Its Assessment
HONG Da-yong', FAN Ye-chao?
(1. Research Centre for Studies of Sociological Theories and Methods,
Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872;
2. Department of Sociology, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: Environmental knowledge is not only a significant variable for studies of public
environmental concern and behaviours, but also plays an important role in environmental education as-
sessment. This paper attempts to develop an indigenous scale for measuring environmental knowledge
(CEKS) and its measurement quality is comprehensively assessed based on two datasets from China
General Social Surveys. Research findings indicate that the scale possesses a good content validity,
maintains an acceptable and stable internal consistency across items, and demonstrates its construct
validity and predict validity. Accordingly, the scale could act as a fundamental instrument for studying
Chinese public environmental knowledge.

Key words: environmental knowledge; scale; measurement quality; environmental education; CEKS
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